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Brethren,

We use many signs and symbols to teach and remind ourselves how to
walk and talk as Masons. We surround ourselves in Lodge with them.

| personally have the Square and Compass on my person at all times in
the case of my tattoo. I also have them on my license plates on my truck.
Many of you have stickers and rings that declare to the world and re-

mind us ourselves that we are Masons.

Mine remind me that my public actions need to reflect well of Me as a
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person and, as they represent our Fraternity, our actions need to show

we are Just and Upright Masons 100% of the time.

We need to remember we are Leaders in the community not followers.

Fraternally,
Kevin Magill
Worshipful Master
Fidalgo Lodge #77
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08/08/17 (Tuesday)
Temple Board (5:30 PM) Bl ynn Coéoépéeér..8./.2.6./ 150
Dinner (6:30 PM) Robert é6Gacsag, .8/ 29/l1958
Stated Meeting (7:30 PM) Vance &geéé...8/20/fooa4
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We refer to them as compasses. When | visited my Dad's lodge in California last week, | had

the opportunity to observe their third degree conferral and noticed they used the singular
form compass. | know others have wondered which is correct so | had to investigate.

Brethren,

The word compass has been recorded as having been used in the 14th century. Two exam-
ples are: 1340 "craftily casten with a compas"; 1387 "made the first compas". In 1551 this
sentence was recorded "haue a payre of compasse aptelye made for to draw the circles." In
1570 a mathematical text had "geometrie teacheth the vse of the Rule and cumpasse."

The mariners compass first appeared in 1515 "Some the anker layde . . . . one kept the com-
pass and watched the our glasse." In 1552 this was recorded "ane skypper can nocht gyde his
schip without direction of his compas."

There has been a suggestion that the plural form came into common use when the mariners
compass was invented. Earliest uses of the plural form have been recorded in the 16th centu-
ry. In 1555 "we took owre compases and beganne to measure the sea coasts" and an exam-
ple from 1594 "how to make onferrawith your compasses a perpendicular line to fall from
any point given another right line."

Early masonic rituals do not show any marked preference for either form. Prichard's Masonry
Dissected in 1730 uses the singular four times and the plural once. Three Distinct Knocks pub-
lished in 1760 has the plural form seven times and the singular two.

All three constructions: I O2 YLJ @& X | laid © RIY 2IF srx&ptabileald S a =
houghl O 2 Yislclirréndly the general usage. As this Google Ngram shows, the plu-
ral O 2 Y LJI wasfdSrderly used much more often than it is now:
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One may conclude that either is correct. However, as it always appears as compasses in our ritual,
then as far as our working is concerned compasses is the correct form.

Fraternally,

Bro Bob Belli
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Greetings again from the sunny festive South Brethren!

Breaking bread and drinking beverages together is one of the most unifying social activi-
ties men can engage in. In the United States today this usually takes the form of a casu-
al meal before or after Lodge. | want to share two of Freemasonry@ longstanding tradi-
tions around gathering to dine which are more formal than what most Masons experi-
ence in present day Lodges; namely the Table Lodge and the Festive Board. The basic
gist is a Table Lodge is a Tyled Lodge meeting taking place on or near a solstice or a spe-
cial event while a Festive Board is less formal, not a Tyled Lodge, and done more fre-
quently. In either case a good time is usually had by all.

Table Lodges are very defined in terms of how the tables are arranged, agenda, where
people sit, what is said, when one drinks (often), and even has a whole set of different
words to be used for common items around a dinner table. For example a shot glass is
a Gcannoné and during the Table Lodge there are ample times to ready, aim, and fire the
cannons. Other interesting terms are Ostrong powderé for wine, dweak powderé for
water, and one can@® forget dblack powderé for coffee driving home afterwards. | have
been a part of multiple Table Lodges. | fully admit to not knowing what was going on
initially other than there are a lot of toasts being made plus great food.

Festive Boards still have tables arranged in a U or E shape with a head table and still
have plenty of toasts, but no alternate vocabulary. As many know | am also a member
of a Canadian Lodge and highly enjoyed their tradition of a Festive Board after every
Stated meeting. | was, similar to my first Table Lodge experiences, a total neophyte to
what | was supposed to be doing and saying at their Festive Boards. Because | was
there they gave a toast to the President of the United States and also asked me to
speak on behalf of the VisitorsX @di | know | was supposed to have been saying
pre-defined responsesX ®It was all good fun and wonderful fellowship. The part |
now miss most was the Tyler making the final toast and as part of that all the Breth-
ren would say together, 6Happy to meet, sorry to part, happy to meet again.§ |
hope you get to come to understand why | miss saying that with Brethren.
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Brother Jonathan Hogue writes from aboard a USN vessel in the middle of the Indian Ocean, where he has been invited to
attend the meeting of the Pitt McDonald Lodge No 1198, in Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India

On behalf of the WM of Fidalgo Lodge #77, W.B. Johnson asked that Bro Hogue &Please share our appreciation for the Pitt
MacDonald Lodge@ welcoming you as a fellow Mason. This certainly serves to remind us of one of the great tenets of the Ma-
sonic Order—which we learned during the Entered Apprentice degree—that of Brotherly Love, by which éwe are taught to
regard the whole human race as one familyXwhoXought to aid, support and protect each other.€
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14 Masons and 5 Eastern Star members joined in the Parade, along with the Grand Master, MWB Warren Schoeben and
his lady.

For 2018, we should purchase some giveaways from the Oriental Trading Company to which we could attach a card on Fi-
dalgo Lodge: e.g. American flags ($35/1000 flags) see http://bit.ly/2uXLLTC
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Visiting W.B. Jim Gaskill initiated a discussion about the Shriners and the charitable work they do, and MWB Don Munks
invited the brethren to attend the Skagit Shrine on the 3™ Friday of the month at 7PM at the Munks Farm. Spouses are invited
to attend.
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Thanks to Bro. Dylan Lee for installing the lighting system for the Lodge@Q new sign.

Thanks to Bros. Livingston and Brown for making repairs to the ladies restrooms in the dining hall.
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lke JurgenQ wifeQ condition is deteriorating; lke is walking with a walker but is ever-optimistic at Mountain Glen, where
he would appreciate seeing any visitors.

Bob Nelson had a seizure in February and can@drive for 6 months
Don Baldwin cannot drive at night; WB Munks will offer to give him a ride

Noel Melcher also can@drive at night; heQ at Eaglemont in Mt. Vernon

5Aa0NAOG . . v
District BBQ at MWB Munks Farm at 16.00 on 30 July. He supplies the hamburger and hotdogs; we supply the sides
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OHappiness lies in the joy of achievement and the thrill of creative effort.€

Brother Franklin D. Roosevelt

The Fidalgo Trestle board is edited and published
by Bro. Daniel Brown. For any submissions or
comments, please e-mail at :

danielbrown1235@gmaill.com @
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